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Roseburn Newsletter                May 2010
______________________________________________________Spring Fair!

Thank you to all the hard working members of the PTA who put in hours of hard work to make this year’s Spring Fair a fantastic one……..yet again.  It was my first experience and I was amazed at the dynamic way the parents made everything happen in the run up and also on the day.

Thank you also to everyone who turned out to join in the fun and help us to raise around £4000 for the school. This is absolutely fantastic.

                                                                                                                                               

Thank you also to Mrs Reid and her band of intrepid enthusiasts who set out on their mission to do their clean-up of Roseburn Park recently.  This was a great effort and will help us in our quest to try to obtain our second Green Flag.  Look out for more events from our ECO committee who are currently plotting what needs to be done over the coming months.

      ………………………and talking of  the flag………..well done to Megan Jeynes (P6) and her class-mates Stephania Adam and Beth Wilkie who wrote to Murrayfield Rugby to ask them to help us in our quest for a new flag-pole.  They were extremely generous and provided us with the pole which you now see majestically flying the Green Flag.

HMIe

We are now looking forward to showing off all the fantastic work we have been doing this year to our visitors next week.  It will be a very intense time but a great opportunity for the visiting inspectors to see how we all work together to have a fantastic school community.  
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We have also just received our report from our Care Commission nursery inspection and are pleased to say that we achieved ‘Very Good’ in all quality areas; Care and Support, Environment, Staffing and Management and Leadership.  Let’s hope that this will be a good omen for our whole school 
inspection! 

New Principal Teacher

We are pleased to announce that Miss Jacqui Gardner has been appointed as our new Principal Teacher and she will be joining us for the new session in August.  She comes with a wealth of experience, including acting as a Head Teacher for a short time so we are looking forward to welcoming her as a member of staff.

Class Organisation 

Session 2010-2011
As I’m sure many parents are aware it is at this time of year I have the difficult job of organising classes and teachers for next session.
This is made slightly more difficult this year with the City of Edinburgh Council’s ( in the absence of legislation) proposal to bring policy in line with legislation and adopt a maximum class size at Primary 1 of 30 pupils. It is also important to note that the council can refuse a parental request due to the fact that they would have to employ an additional teacher.
As you can imagine we have a great many more than 30 parents requesting places in our Primary 1 class so currently the proposal from the Children and Families placing department is to take in up to 37 Primary 1 pupils. This would likely be a P1 class and a P1/2 composite. This arrangement may then result in other composite classes having to be formed.
The Children and Families department are continually monitoring our Primary 1 catchment and placing requests and until the appeal process (happening throughout the second week in June) is complete it would be unwise to make any final decisions on our class organisation.
I appreciate this is an anxious time for many parents but I assure you I will do whatever I can to ensure all children receive a quality educational experience and whenever I have the full information I will write to you all again to inform you of my plans.
Dalguise Camp  
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 These are the dorms at Dalguise in Perthshire where our Primary 7 boys and girls spent a very memorable experience doing all sorts of challenging activities.  They had an absolutely fantastic time doing activities such as abseiling, archery, high tree climb (VERY HIGH!) and kayaking.  It is an amazing centre and they grasped every opportunity offered to them.  They were a real credit to Roseburn; their manners and behaviour were remarked on by many as exemplary.  Thank you Primary 7 and thank you also to Miss Inglis, Miss Hay and Mr Stewart who came home exhausted! 

Explore Learning      
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      Primary 5 and Primary 1 recently enjoyed Maths. Rally workshops at Explore 


Learning.  This fitted in well with our ambition to offer lots of active learning approaches to our children which is in the spirit of Curriculum for Excellence.     

Well done!
One of our very talented young people in the Nursery recently produced an amazing picture of a cat which you can see on our website.  Abbie Page received a Special Merit in the National Art Gallery competition which is outstanding considering there were over 5000 entries!  Well done Abbie. 

Bottles       
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Please keep saving your 2 litre plastic bottles.  We are getting closer to our target for building our greenhouse but need HUNDREDS more.  Pester all your friends to save them for you!

Dates for your Diary
The School Sports will be held in Roseburn Park at the end of our Health Week on 18th June.

The Interscholastics are at Meadowbank on Tuesday 1st June at 10.00am.

The Craigmount Cluster schools sports day is on Wednesday 16th June at Craigmount, during our Health Week.

Our P7s will be playing in the Craigmount Junior Concert on Tuesday 22 June at 7.00.

High School Transition week is from Monday 21 June until Friday 25 June.

The P7 Leaver’s Prom is on Monday 28th June.

Our end of session service at Murrayfield Church is on Wednesday 30 June. (details later)

