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  Monday 5 September 2011

Dear Parents

I hope that you have all had a very restful summer and are feeling rejuvenated for the year ahead.  It was lovely to see all the children return to school with smiles on their faces and we are looking forward to all the exciting things which we will be doing this year.

Our new P1 children are settling in nicely and learning all about being school pupils with help from their P7 buddies.  Welcome also to our new members of staff, Ms Brennan our P4/5 class teacher and Mrs Baxter our Administrator.

It has been super having all of the classes in the main building; challenging at times to find extra spaces for activities but there is a greater feeling of community.  Mrs Denvir has enjoyed teaching her art classes in her designated art room in the huts!
The classes are choosing all their various representatives for our committees at the moment.  Our new Junior Road Safety Officers for this session are Jack Santana and Holly Rodger from P7 and Oliver Gourlay and Ellen Robson from P6.  Jack and Holly have been invited to attend the JRSO induction day at Selex later this month when they will be introduced to their roles and responsibilities. 

This year we have a Head Girl and Head Boy who will act as ambassadors for the school and set good example to our pupils.  Ross Loudon and Jemma Metcalfe are excellent examples of young people who are kind, sincere, respectful and hard working; everything we look for in our children.  We are focusing on good manners in school and reminding everyone how to treat others with respect.  Our Star Awards are being awarded for this at the moment so please support us at home with this.  Look out for our P7 pupils in their very smart purple sweatshirts.  We think they made a good choice of colour!
On Friday we had our first of four meetings with cluster school colleagues, to discuss moderation of assessment for reporting to ensure that we have the same approaches to our practice and seamless transitions through year stages and on to high school.  We work very closely together to ensure best practice across the schools. 

We will be holding our next open curriculum evening in the school on 4th October when you will have an opportunity to see the work of the classes in our own school; details will come to you soon.  It will also be a chance for you to meet our two visitors from Kwamebikrom in Ghana who are coming to stay in Edinburgh from 22nd September until 5th October.  We are really excited about sharing with them not only our fabulous city but all the activities of the school.

We will also be having a visit from our district inspector and quality improvement officers on 26th September.  They will be looking at the work we have been doing since our inspection last May.

The children are really enjoying our new climbing wall!  This has been a fantastic addition to the school, thanks to the PTA’s generous funding.  I am still looking out for parents having a go!

On the theme of exercise and staying fit, well done to Mr Lennon, our P3/4 teacher who yesterday took part in the Craggies Triathlon.  This is a fun name for Killoran Island which is just off the coast near Oban.  The first stage of the race was to cross the 550m of sea from Oban to the island where the cycle and run stages of the race took place and not for the faint hearted!  We’d love to hear from any of you who would like to share your achievements with us, particularly in sport, in the run up to the Olympics.  
Can I remind everyone that this is your school.  If you would like to help out in any way in school please let us know.  We like having parents in school helping out with various activities.  We want the best for your children as you do so if there is anything you want to discuss or share we are always willing to listen or to support you.

Finally, please look at our website.  Last year’s activities are archived for you to see and already we have classes putting items and photographs on their blogs.

We look forward to working with you all over the course of the year.

Kind regards

Vivien Donaldson

